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But theſe are written, that. ye might believe ther. 
Jeſus is the'Chriſt, the Son of God; and, that. 
believing, | 7 A 152 h Jo through þ his 

name. 1 
7 E are apt, ſometimes, to wiſh, that 
VV the hiſtory of the life of Chriſt had 
been more full and comprehenſive: that it 
had conducted us through ſome ſcenes of his 
miniſtry, of which it is ſilent; that it had 
given us more of the remarkable and weighty 
ſayings which dropt from his lips; that it had 
recorded ſome of his diſcourſes of which it 
affords only an hint, ſuch as his converſation 
with the diſciples going to Emmaus; that it 
had filled up, what now appear blank and. 
void ſpaces in the narrative; and that it had 
related more of thoſe great works which he 
. 8 per- 


LF 


ormed. We may be 1 to think, that 
our wiſhes, in theſe reſpects, been- an- 
ſwered, not only curioſity would have been 
agrecably indulged, but many important in- 
ſtructions would have been conveyed to us, 


and ſtronger impreſſions of the wiſdom and 


power. of our divine maſter . have on 


leſt upon our hearts. 


But however pleaſing, or even uſef ul, in 
our conceptions, it would have been to have 
been furniſhed with more large and more 


particular memoirs of the life of Chriſt, the 
1 rovidence of God hath ordered it otherwiſe. 


here were, 1t 1s evident, very. ample mate- 
rials to have filled volumes on this entertain- 


ing and edifying ſubject. But it is as evident, 
that the evangeliſts did not mean to ſay every 
thing that they could have ſaid about the 
works and in? 
ſelected only ſuch diſcourſes, and facts, as 


tructions of Chriſt. -. They 


more particularly ſtruck their minds, or were 
adapted to the particular. « ends of their reſpec- 


_ tive writings, or occurred to their memory 


with circumſtances which gave them peculiar 
ape... The main part of the life, and even 


of the miniſtry, of their maſter they have 
paſſed over in ſilence. ' 


One grand and leading deſign. governed 


each of them, and they have taken care to 
record and perpetuate a ſufficient number of 


the inſtructions and actions of Chriſt to an- 
ſwer that purpoſe. They wrote not for the 
am wſement, but for the ſalvation of mankind. 


They 5 


3 


They wrote not to ſet off their maſter's cha 
racer with all poſſible luſtre and pomp, but 
to exhibit it without art or flattery, and to 
place it in ſuch a point of view as would 
command an attention to its excellence and 
produce a conviction of its divine authority; 
while they waved throwing upon their 2 


all the light it was in their pow¾er to give it. 


The evangeliſt Jahn, in the text and pre- 
ceding verſe, and in ch. xxi. 25, hath well 
expreſſed their deſign and accounted for their 
G while he hath alſo intimated the 
great compaſs of the ſubject which he treated. 
« And there are many other things which 

* Jeſus. did; and many other ſigns jt did 

<< Jeſus in the preſence of his dj ples, w 
© are not written in this book; the which; if 
ee they ſhould be written one, 1 2 

«poſe that even the world i elf could not 
c contain the books that ſhould be written: 
i.e. the ſize of the volumes would neceſ- 
ſarily prevent the generality of mankind from 


procuring or reading them . . But theſe 5 


te are written, that ye might believe, that 


« Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and, 


« that believing, ye might have life through 


3 4 his name. 


Thus, though curioſity be ob gratified, A 


more valuable end is ſufficiently provided 
for. Though not half of the wonderful 


| devds, and admirable words of Chriſt, are 


„ Dan. in loc... | Nh. 
| told 


4 4 
told us, yet enough hath been ſaid to con- 
vince us of his divine character, and to ſecure 
the great end of faith in his miſſion. They 
who will not receive him, as their maſter and 


ſaviour, upon the evidence of the records 


with which we are furniſhed, would not be 
perſuaded, though the detail of his miracles 


and teaching had been more particular; 'or 


the hiſtory of them had extended throu gh 


many volumes. They who are ſatisfied 25 | 
the evidence, which this conciſe hiſtory lays 


before them, have no need of a fuller and 


larger work, either to produce faith in their 
minds, or to lead them to the great end of 


faith, the ſalvation of their fouls. © 'Theſe 


are written, that ye might believe that 


tt Jeſus 4s the Chriſt, the Son of God; and, 


„bat believing, ye might have life through 


his name.“ The evangeliſt here expreſ- 


ſcth the end propoſed by his writings and 
the great benefit Which this end would ſecure 
to thoſe, with reſpect to whom it was ob- 
tained. The end which the hiſtorian had in 
view, was to convince men that Jeſus was the 
 Meffiah*—and the benefit ariſing from this 
_ conviction to thoſe who ſhould feel it, would 
be life through his name. I would now diſ- 


' courſe on each point: ſome uſeful and im- 


ortant reflexions will offer themſelves from 


EEE F 


| the diſcuſſion of both. 


I. The end for which the evangeliſt John 


wrote his goſpel :—it was to convince his 


readers, that * was the Meſſiah. I 


4 vY are 


-.£©; A 55 mw ä CCC 


his name, | 
connected Nah an account of the appearances 
of Chriſt after his reſurrection, and of the 
evidences which he afforded to his diſciples of 


* 


* are written, that ye. might pelee. tha 
ce Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; 


ee that believing, ye might have life: EE oh 
As the words are immediate 


his being alive again, ſome would limit 
text, not only to the goſpel of Nase but 


even to that particular part of it, in Which 
the ſigns that Jeſus did in the preſence. of his 
diſciples, for that ſpecial purpoſe, are related. 


But the words are full as juſt and pertinent a 


concluſion to the four golpels, and to that of 
John i in particular, as to this peculiar narra- 
tive. Under this extenſive application would 


J conſider them, as referring to the ſigns and 
miracles wrought by Chriſt before, as well as 
after, his reſurrection; and as deſcriptive of 
the deſign of the other evangeliſts, as well as 
that of John. 


I he four goſpels ſet before \ us the temper 
and deportment of | Jeſus of Nazareth on a 
variety of occaſions, and through different 
ſcenes of his public miniſtry, They relate 
his converſations with his friends, his remon- 
ſtrances with his enemies, and his ſermons to 
the people. They record his deciſions on 


nice queſtions, his anſwers to intricate caſes 
which were referred to his judgment, his 


excellent ſayings and remarks on particular 
occurrences, and his various ſtriking and per- 
tinent FOR They alſo record numerous 


miracles, 
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"pniractes, which 
circumſtances of time, place and perſons, that 
can authenticate a narratiye. They, parti- 
cularly, give a full account of his laſt | uffer- 
in gd, of his reſurrection from the dead, and 
of his ſabſequent appearances to his diſciples. 
"Theſe are the contents of theſe conciſe, but 
I valuable, hiſtories. 
The evident tendenc and defign of all is, 
to produce in the mind of the reader, a con- 
viction of the divine authority of him, whoſe 
memoirs they give us. There is not an 
action, there is ſcarcely. an incident, which 
they relate, but is connected with this end: 
and, in ſome degree or other, contribates to it. 
g John EX preſſeth this end by ſaying, < theſe 
were ten, that ye might believe that 
«' Jeſus was the Chriſt, the Son of God.“ 
The terms, Cbriſt, and Son. of God, were 
| words very familiar to the Jews, and of the 
meaning of which there was, in that age, no 
diſpute or doubt. It appears from the goſ- 
þ that they both ſignified the Meſfab. 
1 N and on pin themſe Ives: 
(Fob 1. 4 i. 41. Wie have found the A 
Lab, w hich? N being interpreted, the Chrif. 
ee) Philip faith to Nathanael, .we have found 
* him of whom Moles in the law and the 
e prophets did write, Jeſus. of Nazareth the 
« Son of Joſeph.” The fame thing appt 
from the diſcourſe of our Lord with Martha: 
95 Xi, 27.) „ Whoſoever believeth in me 


"2 ' ſhall never die. Believeſt thou this ? Gi 


he wrought, with all the 


4 


« ſaich unto hins, yea, Lord, I believe that 
* thou art the Maſtab, the Son of God, which 
© ſhould come into the world.” This an- 
ſwer ſhows,” what it is to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſo as to have eternal life, viz. to believe 


and i that he is the (577%, the Son of God, whoſe 
Bat coming was foretold by the prophets. 1s 
* From theſe paſſages it is plain, that the 
135 word Cbriſt, is the ſame as Meſiab: the for- 


mer indeed is the Greek, the latter the He- 


I ole bi: term for anointed; i. e. the perſon 
5 ſent and deſtined to ſupport that high and 
lich ſacred character which had been, from the 
nd: beginning of the world, the ſubject of pro- 
0% phecy and the expectation of ages. The 
Wks great queſtion among the Jews was, whether 
*hat Jeſus of Nazareth was the Mefjah. That 
8 he was ſo, was the great truth, which Ne 
1 himſelf took pains to eſtabliſh. This, it a 

5 the pears, from the peruſal of the Acht, was the 
wn chief ſubject of the apoſtles preaching. This 
1 was the point, which the writings of the 
Fo, evangeliſts were ä to 2 and 
Ives: | confirm. 

25 Thoſe authors did not mean to amaze the 
brif. world with the exploits of an hero; nor to 
ind entertain it with the hiſtory of a fine artift ; 

1 the nor to conduct the reader through the diſ- 

n the WM quiſitions of a ſubtle philoſopher: but to leave 
N on the mind a ſerious and ſaving conviction 
Nah: of the divine authority of Jeſus of Nazareth. 

n me If they repeat to us his diſcourſes and ſer- 


mots, their view is to convince: * that his 
1 4 
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* not „his owen, hut the Fathers = 


* who ſent. him.“ If they relate the.deeds 6 
of power and ee which he perform. e 


ed, it is to prove by his actions, that God 
« was with him.“ If they record the ſcenes 
of his life, ſufferings, and reſurrection, it is 
that by comparing; theſe with the words of 
prophecy, we may be. convinced that this was 
the perſon, of whom Moſes-and the prophets 
did ſpeak. From every part of their hiſtory 
the ſame concluſion ariſeth; that he, of 258 
they wrote, was a teacher come from God: 
nay, that he was the prophet whom Moſes 
faid, God would raiſe up to them of their 
brethren like unto. himſelf. For this was 
their object, their higheſt ambition, to preach 
not themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; or 
that Jeſus was Chriſt and Lord. 
II. I am to conſider the benefit which would 
-refalt from a conviction of this truth; viz. 
eternal life: that, believing, ye might have 
life through his name.” This was the im- 
portant bleſſing, which our Lord himſelf WM ... 
propoſed, as the happy effect of believing in ads 
him. (Ch. vi. 47. 40.) “ Verily, verily, 1 fay | 85 
<< unto” you, he that believeth on me hath int 
„ EVERLASTING LIFE. This is the will of . 
* him that ſent me, that every one which Sa 
„ ſeeth the Son; and believeth on him, may £ 1 
c have EVERLASTING LIFE.” Our ſaviour = 
ſpeaketh of this as the firſt abies of. divine 
benevolence in his ' miſſion : (Ch. iii. 16.) M .* 
2 80 ſo loved Me world, that he gave 70 a” 
ic on y I 
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ee EVERLASTING LIFE.“ If therefore the 


goſſ pel hiſtorians endeavoured to perſuade and 


convince, it Was not merely with a view to 
eſtabliſh their own credit, or even to ſecure 
the honour due to their divine maſter; but 


to carry a point of the utmoſt conſequence 
to their readers, namely their EVERLASTING 


HAPPINESS, ©” That, believing," ye 7 * 
have life through his name. 
The attention of the evangeliſts to this end, 


. both the greatneſs of their views 


and the benevolence of their minds: the 


nobleſt object, we ſee, occupied their thoughts, 

and the greateſt happineſs of others animated 
their labours and governed their pens: The 
faith, which could inſtruct and authoriſe 


them to propoſe ſo ſublime and heavenly an 


hope, was, in this reſpect, far more excellent 
than ove -rengion- then münnen in the 
world. 


The expectatibns of a güne Nate, ich 


the ſyſtems of paganiſm produced, were, at 
beſt, obſcure and uncertain. Moſes, in the 


inſtitution of the jewiſh religion, if we re- 


gard only the explicit ſanctions of the law, 


promiſed nothing ſuperior to the advantages 


of this life; a fruitful country, plenty, victory 
over enemies, a long life, vigorous old "ge, 
and the hope of a ſurviving poſterity * 


2. Grotius de Veritate Religionis Chriſtiane, TI Fe 9. 
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ex” only begotten Son, that whoſoever believ- 
on bim ſhould not periſh, but have 
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is characteriſtie of har Covenant, of which | 


Chriſt is the mediator, that it is a © better 
* covenant, founded on better promiſes: 
even the promiſe of- an inheritance, incor- 
* ruptible, undeſiled, and that fadeth not 


* away, reſerved in heaven. The hero of 


hiſtory, the philoſopher of Greece or Rome, 
the prophet of the ancient church and the 
lawgiver of the jews, muſt all yield to our 
divine maſter, and own that they cannot 
offer to their adherents any thing to be com- 
pared, in perfection or permanency, to the 
bleſſings which HE can beſtew. le that 
«. hath the Son, hath Is. 
Many and important are the privileges 
with which faith inveſts the ſincere believer. 
He is a © fellow - citizen with the ſaints, and 
of the houſehold of God.” His ** faith over- 


% cometh the world.“ God dwelleth in 


« him, and he in God.” But the greateſt 
privilege, and the conſummation of every 
other, is ETERNAL LIFE; © Now are we the 
„ fans of God, but it doth not yet appear 
* what we ſhall be; but we know, that when 
e he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for 
< we ſhall-fee him scheisse 


On the review of theſe two points, on 


which our text turns, we may obſerve, 


Iiſt. That chriſtianity doth not require a 


faith without evidence. The apoſtles 


preached, and the evangeliſts wrote, to induce 


men to receive the goſpel. But they did not 
aſſume the airs of overbearing authority, and 


require 
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3 3 1 
require to be belicuell om their mere mord! 
They did not practiſe the arts of ſeductiun, 
and entice men either with the words of hu- 
man wiſdom, and the charms of an artificial 
uence, or with the allurements of fair 

but deluſive promiſes. They did not, with 

the paſſions of an enthuſiaſt, terrify men into 

the reception of their doctrine, by bold de- 
nunciations of 3 _ refentul threat» - 

ent 7 2K 2h! Z Ways 

Jnr oh for thoſe who can derive nr and 
— from no other ſource mad 
As for themſelves, they, fairly and ingenw⸗ 2 

ouſly laid before the world the evidences of 


what they aſſerted. They 
impartial account 


taught and did. 
diſgraceful-cire 
ignominious and p 


gave a candid and 
of what their: maſter 


They concealed not the 
amſtances of his life, nor the 


inful ones of his death: 


but they alſo, fully, ated the 


proofs of his 


glorious reſurrection from the dead. They 
did not paſs over, in ſilence, the oppoſition 
with which their Lord met, nor the —— 4 
which were urged agai 
counterbalance the 3 — which this 
part of their narrative might leave, did they 
attempt to ſay 


inſt him. Nor, to 


every thing, which might 1}- 
luſtrate the greatneſs and excellence of his 
character. Upon ſome things they ſlightly 
touch: and many more things they do not 
pretend to record. But they gave the world 


ſuch an hiſtory as is ſufficient to furniſſ the 
1 with ä * which to form a 


Juſt 


1 
juſt jadgt ent of the claims of -Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of the atteſtations fron ; nn with 
which they were ſup ported. 
Every thing in their Ran wth ak 
| ppearance of naked, ſimple truth. On the 


evidence which their hi ory carries along : 


with it, they ſeek to be heard. They aim to 
- convince the judgment and the hearts of men. 
Their relation is an appeal to the diſcern- 
ment of their readers; and exhibits the proofs 
of that faith which they invite them to em- 
brace. Well might: ſuch writers declare, 
eur hare no dominion over your faith.” 
Well might they call upon their converts, as 
they did, to * try the ſpirits, and prove all 
things. Well may chriſtians boaſt that 
their faith is built, not on the wiſdom and 
word of men, but on divine evidence and 
proof. Chriſtianity is founded on argument. 
A faith, ariſing from the exangelical hiſtory, 
is not the deluſion of fancy, nor an implicit 
ſubjection to authority; but the verdidt which 
the judgmen giveth on the fair hearing: of 0 
_- Our chriſtian profeſſion is a rational 
= -- reſulting: from the application of the 

ä underſtanding to examine certain facts, and 


conſiſting in the aſſent we yield to n nd 


"credible teſtimon yy 
But I haſten to ee e 50K 
:2dly. How conciſe is the chriſtian 5 — It 
1 in few words, and comprehended in 
one ſhort article; viz. believingthat © Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God.” The fundamen- 
3 SS: 5 tal 


party which had the chief 
n de n enlarged ond eff 


1 as] 


tal article of natural religion is this; that | 


„God 1s, and that he is the rewarder. -of 
them that diligently ſeek him.“ The 


fundamental article of the chriſtian religion 
is, that Jeſus of Nazareth was the Cbriſt, or 


Meſſiah. In the ſimplicity of their main 
principle there is, we hence ſee, an agreeable 


correſpondence between both. The belief of 
a God, and of his rewarding juſtice, draws 
Faith 
in Jeſus, as the Chri/ of God, is the grand 
diſtinction between jews, or pony or 
infidels, and chriſtians. - : $7: 9} * 

But ſimple as is this artiele in itſelf, it is 
comprehenſive in its influence. 
on which all the ſentiments, and hopes, and 
duties, of the believer are built. 


the line between atheiſm and religion. 


knowledging Jeſus to be the Cbriſ, he, in 


fact, taketh him for his head and lord; and 


thereby lays himſelf under an obligation to 


receive Whatever truths he can find, that 
Chriſt hath any way revealed, as well as to 
renn every duty which he hath enjoined ®,” 


This one ſingle propoſition was all, which, 


in the firſt planting of the goſpel, was made 
eſſential to being a chriſtian. 
ages departed from this ſimplicity. After- 
ward a man was not received as a chriſtian, 


Succeeding 


unleſs he; ſubſeribed to the opinion of the 
power. The 


* Dr, Benſon. 
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[ 16 ] 
into various articles; ſome of which had an 


uncouth appearance and were expreſſed in 
very hard and unintelligible forms. More 
modern confeſſions of faith have been-drawn 
_ out into a 
and each e apter has conſiſted of as many 
heads of faith as it had paragraphs. This 
Hu: has its five points. That church hath 
preſcribed its Ti 3 Artichs. How dif- 
ferent is this from the conduct of the evan- 
gelif John's account of what was neceſ- 
to be believed for attaining eternal life, 
is ve conciſe, and brings the chriſtian 
| creed into a very ſmall compaſs « ./Fheſe 
are written, that ye might believe that 
< Jeſus is the Cbriſt, the Meſſiah, the Son of 
„Gad; and that, believing, ye AE have 
life through his name.” 
< It is to be obſerved, that this was ſaid 
not in the firſt dawning of the goſpel, when, 
perhaps, ſome will be apt to think leſs was 
required to be believed, than after the doctrine 
of faith, and myſtery of ſalvation, were more 


_ _ fully explained in the epiſtles wrote by the 


ſtles. For it is to be remembered, that 
John ſays this, not as ſoon as Chriſt was 


aſcended: for theſe words, with the reſt of | 
his goſpel; were not written till many years 


after, not only the other goſpels, and Luke's 
hiſtory of the Acts; but, in all appearance, 
after all the epiſtles writ by the other apoſtles. 


So that, above threeſcore years after our ſa- 


viour s paſſion, John knew nothing elſe re- 
9 auired 


eat length, divided into chapters, 


8 17 4 | 
we to be 1 for attaining of life, büt 
at Jeſus is the Meſſab, the Son of Gad*,” 
Upon the declaration of this faith, and this 
faith alone, "Was the eunuch admitted to 
baptiſm. &« The eunuch ſald, ſee, here is 
« Water, what doth hinder me to be bap- 
„ tized? And Philip faid, if thou believeſt 
«with all thy heart, thou mayeſt. And he 
* anſwered and ſaid, 1 believe that 1 46. 


4 Son of God God Aelleth in H and 39 
cc jn God. W ho is he that overcometh 


«the world, but he that believeth that Jeſus 


<« js the Son of God.“ 

Happy would it have been for the chriſ- 
tian world, had it Os adhered to this ſim- 
plicity in its creeds! A vatiety of articles 
diſtracts the mind and divides the affections 
of men. It ſplits the church into parties, and 
draws encloſures around her communion. 
This one principle of faith, that Jeſus is the 
Chrift, is the bond of peace and bafis of 
union. In proportion as chriſtians learn to 
lay aſide their different creeds, and to return 
to this apoſtolic creed, as altogether ſuffi- 


_ cient for the purpoſes of communion and 


ſalvation, the fpirit of love will e 


the voice of truth will be heard. 


* Locke' $ Realonableneſ of Chriſtianity, p. 165 1 736 
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But I muſt not omit to obſerve, - 


zdly. How excellent and valuable is the 
hiſtory of the goſpels. Theſe are written 

e that ye might believe that Jeſus is the 
« Chriſt; and, that believing, ye might have 
life through his name“ Some write 


bocks for their diverſion, and publiſh them 
for their profit and applauſe ; others to oblige 


the Athenian humour; others to inſtruct the 


world in arts and ſciences, for their ſecular 


advantage, But the evangeliſts wrote with- 
out any view of temporal benefit to them- 
ſelves, or others; but to bring men to Chriſt 


and heaven: and in order to that, to perſuade 
men to believe; and for this they took the 


moſt fitting methods: they bring to the world 
a divine revelation, ſupported with its due 
evidence *.” Upon this plain ſtate of the 
merit of theſe books, that form the hiſtory. 
of Chriſt, what books can you read, the con- 

tents of which are ſo excellent, or the benefit 
of a careful and ſerious peruſal will be ſo 


laſting ? „ . 

It is, probably, a conſiderable hindrance 
to the frequent and diligent ſtudy of theſe 
books, that men conceive they are ſo well 


acquainted with the ſubject already, they can 
ſcarcely expect to derive new information or 
entertainment from the peruſal of them. 
But they are certainly miſtaken. A repeated 
and attentive peruſal will diſcloſe new beau - 


| * The pious Mr. Henry, in loc, | 


1 


ties, unfold excellencies in the character of 
Chriſt, not before obſerved, and open cir- 
cumſtances /in the narration, which will more 


fully convince them of its credibility, There 


is a fulneſs and depth in theſe memoirs, 


Which will prevent their tiring the mind: 


there is a treaſure of truth and knowledge in 


this mine, which the ſtudy of ages has not 


yet exhauſted, _ e 
What benefit, what amuſement ſoever other 
books may afford, the advantage of being 


converſant with this is greater than you can 
well conceive. By it you will be more per- 


ſuaded of the divine origin of your faith; of 
that faith which is your ſolace under the 
trials of this world, and the ground of your 
nobleſt hope, for yourſelves and friends, in 
the next. The fruit of this faith is holineſs, 
and the end of it ETERNAL LIFE. E. 
Once more, laſtly, Let us reflect, how 


noble and ſublime is the hope ſet before us. 


Men proceed far, and riſk a great deal for the 
ſake of ſome conſiderable advantage. What 
advantage can be greater than that which is 
propoſed to engage our faith in Chriſt, and 
our practical regards to his divine character? 


He that believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt will 


have EVERLASTING LIFE. I, faith the 
« divine ſaviour, am the RESURRECTION 


© and the LIE. He that believeth on me, 


TY though he were dead, ſhall live again ; 


% and whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, 


c ſhall never die.“ 8 
1 . 
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« The words of the apoſtles, which we | 


read in the epiſtles, are highly valuable, 
Nothing that is to be met with in the human 
compoſitions of the wiſe and learned ap- 
proacheth to them, and is to be eſtimated in 
any degree like them: but yet, even the 
words of the apoſtles will ſink, and not bear 

a compariſon with the words of our Lord, 


ST, 


even thoſe ſacred words of ETERNAL LIFE. | 
This is the pearl of great price,” that 
would be cheaply purchaſed at the expence f 


all that a man has, or can obtain in this 
 ._ To, borrow here a ſtriking compariſon 
from a writer who facrificed and ſuffered 
much for religious truth. Any man 
would be deemed an ideot, who did not in- 
ſtantly part with a farthing, as ſoon as he 
ſaw only a ſmall probability, that by ſo trifling 
a depoſit he ſhould obtain millions of pieces 
of gold. So no one in his right ſenſes, who 
has even a flight belief that, if I may uſe the 
expreſſion, by depoſiting all the advantages of 
this life, and even life itſelf, in obeying God, 
according to the precepts. of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, he ſhall ſecure another and an immor- 
tal life, attended with the higheſt and never 
ending felicity (as may be the caſe, if thoſe 


things are true which are related by the ſacred 


Dr. Jortin. 


hiſtorians) 


err . hs. an as a 


5 


| hiſtorians) would not immediately reſolve to 
| do It wn? | | 0 | 


Is this ſuppoſition,my chriſtian friends, ſtated 
too ſtrongly ? Is there not, in the evidences 


of our faith, and in the recompence it ſets 
before us, a juſt foundation for it? But, 
bleſſed be God, we are not often called to 
make ſuch a ſacrifice for the hope of our call- 


ing. In the general courſe of things, faith, 


in Chriſt, hath the promiſe of this life as well 


as of that which is to come. Can words be 


wanted? Need perſuaſions be urged ? Muſt 
exhortations and entreaties be uſed, to engage 
our attention to, to excite our purſuit of, ſo 


255 and noble an object as ETERNAL LIFE? 


Rather, without conſtraint, with a willing 
mind, let each of us, for himſelf, adopt the 


words of Peter, when © many forſook Chriſt 


* and walked no more with him.” Loxp, 


o whom ſhall we go; Thou haſt the words of 


ETERNAL LIFE? Amen, 


* Memoirs of the Life of Fausrus Socinvs, p.19,20. 

Or Socinvs* Argument for the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures. Tranſlated by Combe. p. 125. Or F. Socini 
Opera. Tom. I. p. 276, 277. I 
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which is added an Aryendix, containing Strictures on 
ſome Paſſages relative to Unitarians, in Dr. Horſley s Letters 

to Dr. Prieſtley ; and in Notes to Mr. White's Sermons at. 
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port, July 10, 1788, at the Ordination of the Rev. Thomas 
Howe. To which are added, The Queſtions propoſed by 
Abraham Rees, D. D. F.R.S. With Mr. Howe's An- 
ſwers and Confeſſion of Faith; and a Charge, by Andrew 
Kippis, D. D. F. R. S. and 8. 1 Is. 6d. Alſo 


A PLAIN ACCOUNT or ru] ORDINANCE or 
BAPTISM, in a Courſe of Letters to the Right Rev. Dr. 
Benjamin Hoadley. By William Foot. The Mug Edition. 
Price 18. 6d. ſewed. 


Intended for the Preſs, 


A new Re in 8 vo. Price 3s. in Boards, of SERMONS, 
rincipally addreſſed to Vouth; with Two Diſcourſes never 
beſore publiſhed, and _ Prayers for Youth. * * 
Toulmin, A. M. | 
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